
December 2010   

- Presidentõs Outlook - 
 

    

 Itõs that time of year to have a nice cup of coffee or hot   
chocolate with marshmallows and homemade cookies.  I would 
like to wish all of you a very merry Christmas and seasonõs  
greetings to your families and loved ones.  Thank you to all for 
your time and help.  
   Always Patsy Cline  was a swinging show.  We had a lovely     
response and saw a lot of new faces.  Our friendship theme is   
working - letõs carry it on.  To the membership, Angels and      
Patrons, and volunteers; God bless you and keep you safe.  
 

Debbie McCoy, Board President 

editing and design:  Lisa Mandeville  
newsletter content:  board members  

newsletter@shorelineplayers.org  

 

Dates to Remember 
 

Sunday, December 12 - 2 p.m. 
Sound Waves Big Band Christmas 

 

Monday, December 13 - 6 p.m. 
Board meeting - all members welcome 

 

Thursday, December 16 - 7:30 p.m. 
Community Christmas Program 

free performance for entire community 

 

Shoreline Players Community Theater 
6000 N. Skeel Avenue, P.O. Box 395, Oscoda, MI  48750 ω (989) 739-3586 

 Between Acts 

 

 

 

WE NEED ELVES!  
We  need  helpers  for 

our annual Christmas show. 

If you would like to be involved 

in this wonderful event, there is 

definitely a place for you. 

              Please call Sue Miller 

              at (989) 820-4601 to 

                volunteer your time. 

 



Shoreline Players 
your community theater 

 
 

2010-2011 Season of Friendship 
 

Community Christmas - December 16 
The Dixie Swim Club - Feb. 25, 26, 27 & Mar. 4, 5, 6 

Catfish Moon - April 29, 30 & May 1, 6, 7, 8 
 

www.shorelineplayers.org         989.739.3586 

 

 Christmas is just around the corner and that 

means itõs nearly time for the annual Community 

Christmas Show on Thursday, December 16 at 

7:30 p.m. and this year we are fortunate to have 

the Sound Waves warming the place up on Sun-

day, December 12 at 2 p.m. with A Big Band 

Christmas.  These fantastic shows are sure to get 

you in the holiday mood.  

 The Sound Waves are pulling out all the 

stops with holiday music to warm your heart and 

get your toes tapping.  This show is part of our 

Raise the Roof Fundraiser series so although we 

will not be charging an admission we will be 

passing the hat for goodwill donations.  

 The annual Community Christmas Show is 

sure to get you in the Christmas spirit as 

S.P.Y.D.A. will be presenting How the Grinch 

Stole Christmas  along with crowd favorites the 

Atomic Guppies, From the Beginning Dance  

Studio, everybodyõs favorite master of ceremonies 

J.D. Hock and, of course, the phenomenal light 

show designed by Eric Joseph.  This year we will 

also have the fantastic vocals of Linda Ramsdell, 

Tim Curtis and the Sweet Adelines.   And we may 

have a few surprise guests also so you donõt 

want to miss a minute.  The show will be open to 

everyone as in the past but donations are always 

accepted.  

 

 
 

  

A Big Band  
                  performing 

The Sound Waves 
             present 

 

 Shoreline Players 

Sunday, December 12 

at 2 p.m. 

Shoreline Players Theater 

Christmas 

http://www.shorelineplayers.org


Shoreline Players 

cordially invites everyone to 

the Community Christmas Show 

Thursday, December 16, 2010 

at 7:30 p.m. in the evening. 
                                    

                                      There is no charge to attend. 

                                                      This is our gift to you. 

 

 

Shoreline Players is a 

501(c)3 organization and 

a proud member of the  

Community Theatre 

Association of Michigan.  

 
Mission Statement 

Shoreline Players is a volunteer-based, non-
profit, community theater whose mission is to 

serve and educate both youth and adults  
in all aspects of  theater arts, while striving 

to create a dynamic and nurturing environment 
for imagination and entertainment. 



Courtesy of the Oscoda PressñNovember 10, 2010 edition 

Shoreline Playersô Always. . . Patsy Cline is a must see 
A review by Manuela Kress 

 Casey Makela, in the 

role of Patsy Cline, 

wowed audience mem-

bers Saturday night as the 

Oscoda Shoreline Players 

kicked off its 38th season 

with a production of    

Always . . . Patsy Cline. 

 Audience members 

who had never heard 

Makela sing before, 

watched in wonder as she 

embodied Cline in char-

acter, style and most    

importantly, voice. 

 The crowd grew rest-

less waiting for the show 

to start Saturday night.  

The tenor of the show 

began when director  

Debbie McCoy welcomed 

the audience wearing a 

hat with a price tag hang-

ing off the side and greet-

ing us with a ñhowdyò 

reminiscent of Minnie 

Pearl.  McCoy encour-

aged the audience to let 

the music move them and 

welcomed audience sing-

ing and dancing. 

 The curtain opened 

on a musical performance 

by local musicians cast as 

Clineôs band, the         

Bodacious Bobcats.  The 

audience was shy about 

participating but gave the 

Bobcats and enthusiastic 

round of applause. 

 Casey Makela then 

took the stage and quickly 

drew the audience in with 

her understated perform-

ance of a number of Patsy 

Cline standards. 

 Our attention was 

then turned to Louise 

Seger, played by Sandy 

Schorfhaar, who tells us 

the story of the first time 

she saw Cline on televi-

sion in 1957 when Cline 

won an award on the   

Arthur Godfrey talent 

scout show with her hit 

ñWalkinô After Mid-

night.ò 

 With her bright red 

nails, lips and earrings, 

Louise seems all the more 

flashy in contrast to the 

nearly frumpy Cline.  

Louise tells us that after 

hearing Patsy sing, she 

called the radio station on 

a daily basis to speak with 

radio personality Hal  

Harris and request Clineôs 

songs. 

 Makela, who does 

not speak throughout the 

play, continues singing 

Clineôs standards while 

Louise narrates the story 

of how the two eventually 

meet in 1961. 

 Makelaôs voice is 

particularly suited to      

ñI Fall to Pieces,ò the 

song that took cline to the 

top of the country charts 

and crossed over to the 

pop charts.  This is the 

point in the production 

when I became a fan of 

both Makela and Cline. 

 Louise learns that 

Patsy is coming to the 

Esquire Ballroom, a local 

Texas honky tonk, for a 

performance.  She is ea-

ger to see Cline and gets 

to the venue 90 minutes 

before the performance.  

As fate would have it, 

Patsy comes in early, sits 

next to the jukebox and 

begins to sing. 

 In disbelief Louise 

approaches and intro-

duces herself, Patsy joins 

her table and the two   

began a friendship that 

night which lasted until 

Clineôs untimely death at 

the age of 30 in 1963. 

 The conversation 

between Patsy and Louise 

at the concert ant 

throughout the night is 

told through Schorfhaarôs 

narration and Makelaôs 

singing. 

 During the intermis-

sion, descriptions like 

ñwonderfulò and 

ñbeautifulò were used by 

audience members refer-

ring to Makelaôs voice. 

 The second half   

begins with a medley of 

songs including ñSweet 

Dreams.ò  Louise takes 

Patsy home after the   

concert for fry up some 

bacon and eggs.  Patsy, 

who had recently given 

birth to her own son and 

clearly misses him, sings 

a lullaby off stage to 

Louiseôs son while he 

sleeps. 

 Patsy confides in 

Louise about her strug-

gles in her marriage 

through the hit ñCrazyò 

and ends up spending the 

night at Louiseôs and the 

two head for the radio 

station the next morning 

where Cline does an on 

air interview with Hal 

Harris. 

 S c h o r f h a a r ,  a s 

Louise, tells us Harris 

was so stunned to see 

Cline he ñcouldôve fallen 

right through his butt hole  

Casey Makela as Patsy 
Cline performing at a local 
radio station. 



hung himself.ò 

 The remainder of the 

story and Clineôs rise to 

fame is told through 

Clineôs letters to Seger 

and through on-stage and 

off-stage performances.  

It  culminates with 

Make la ,  s ign i f y ing 

Clineôs death, appearing 

dressed as an angel in a 

blue gown. 

 The title of the play 

makes reference to the 

way Cline signed her let-

ters to Seger, ñLove    

Always, Patsy Cline.ò 

 Saturday nightôs  

performance was enthusi-

astically received by    

audience members who 

rose to their feet in unison 

to give a standing       

ovation. 

 Makelaôs perform-

ance as Patsy Cline is 

flawless; amazing, given 

the 27 songs she had to 

learn for the show.  The 

strength of her voice was 

obvious during the brief  

a cappella portions.  She 

really didnôt even need 

the band. 

 Schorfhaar stumbled 

over the occasional line 

but it fits so well with her 

character that it just made 

her more endearing, as 

did her lack of rhythm, 

accentuated by drum-

beats, and enthusiastic 

singing on the occasions 

she shared the spotlight 

with Makela.  Schorfhaar 

was clearly having a great 

time and the audience 

was along for the ride. 

 Fans of Patsy Cline, 

lovers of country music, 

those who enjoy musi-

cals, supporters of local 

theater, civic minded 

community members and 

those who just enjoy a 

laugh and having a good 

time should all come out 

for this production. 

 President of the 

Shoreline Players and  

director Debbie McCoy 

said the play is a depar-

ture from the classics the 

Players typically put on.  

She credits the idea for 

performing this play to 

Makelaôs husband, Bill, 

who plays Billy Bob, the 

bass guitar player, in the 

four-piece Bodacious 

Bobcats band. 

 Other members of 

the band, which stayed on 

the stage throughout the 

performance were, on 

drums, Donald Jack as 

Bob Bob; on lead and 

steel guitar, Allan 

ñJimmyò Duncan as Jim 

Bob; and on keyboard, 

Amy Merrick as A Bob.  

All are new to the   

Shoreline stage. 

 Tim Curtis, in the 

role of the Two Steppinô 

Texan, rounds out the 

cast. 

 McCoy, a self-

proclaimed fan of country 

music who grew up     

listening to Cline, spent a 

year looking at the script 

and thinking about who 

she would cast in the two-

woman play. 

 She decided that 

Makela and Schorfhaar, 

both of whom she had 

worked with before, 

would greatly comple-

ment each other. 

 The play was written 

by Ted Swindley, based 

on a true story of the 

Cline-Seger friendship. 

 The Playersô per-

formance was produced 

by Sue Miller, with     

assistant producer Justin 

Raymond.  Jackie Temple 

and Morris McCoy were 

assistant directors. 

 All proceeds from 

this production and a    50

-50 raffle held at inter-

mission will go to the 

ñRaise the Roofò fund to 

replace the 46-year-old 

theater roof. 

 As of Saturday night, 

approximately 100 tickets 

were still available for the 

encore performances this 

coming weekend. 

 If you donôt see this 

show you will spend 

months listening to your 

friends and colleagues  

tell you what a great   

production it was and 

how itôs really too bad 

you missed it. 

From left, Jimmy Duncan, Don Jack, Bill Makela and Amy Merrick as the Bodacious Bobcats. 

Cast board by Lisa Mandeville 



 

THEATER TERMS 
 

ACTOR: a performer in a play; may be male or female.  

AUDITION : a brief performance of either a monologue or a short scene 

done by actors for the director of a play in order for the director to decide 

which actor he or she wants to cast in a particular role.  

BACKSTAGE: refers to the areas not a part of the actual stage, but restricted 

for actors and crewmembers. It usually includes the green room and the 

dressing rooms, and frequently offices and scenic shops as well.  

CAST: (verb) to assign parts to the actors in a play - (noun) group of actors in 

a particular play.  

CHARACTER: a person in a play created by the playwright and represented 

by an actor. 

COSTUMES: the clothes worn by actors in an a play designed to fit the era, 

mood, and personality of the characters as well as enhance the overall design 

look of the production.  

CURTAIN CALL : the process of actors taking their bows, receiving          

applause, and/or being reintroduced to the audience at the end of a play.  

DESIGNER: a person who conceives and creates the plans for scenery,   

costumes, lighting, sound, makeup, hairstyles, props and other visual aspects 

of a performance.  

DIRECTOR: a person responsible for initiating the interpretation of the 

play, enhancing that interpretation with the concepts of the designers and 

making all final decisions on production values; tells the actors where to 

move and how best to communicate the interpretation of the play to the    

audience.  

NARRATOR: one who tells the story; speaks directly to the audience.  

PLAYWRIGHT : author of a play.  

PLOT: the story of the play.  

PROP: any moveable item used on the set of a play or handled by an actor.  

REHEARSAL: the time period before a play opens involving the practice of 

the dialogue, movement, rhythms and interpretations of the play.  

RUN CREW: people in charge of moving scenery and props onstage during 

a performance, and helping create live audio or visual special effects.  

SCRIPT: the written words and stage directions created by a playwright.  

SET: the scenery of the play; depicts time, place and mood.  

STAGE MANAGER: person who coordinates all aspects of the production 

during production and performance, runs or calls the show.  

UNDERSTUDY: an actor who has memorized all the lines and action of an 

actor in a play, so that if the original actor falls ill or cannot perform, there is 

someone prepared to take his or her place at a moment's notice.  



Theater Terms Crossword Puzzle 

Across 
2.  Clothes worn by characters. 

4.  Creator of plans for costumes 

 props, lights, etc.  

6.  Actors represent a _________ in a play. 

11.  In charge, interprets the play, ñthe boss.ò 

12.  The story of a play. 

13.  Person who coordinates the show for the 

 director. 

14.  Any moveable item used by an actor. 

15.  People who move scenery or props during 

 a show. 

11.  A performer in a play. 

Down 

1.  Takes over when an actor gets ill. 

2.  Verb or noun, refers to actors in a play. 

3.  If an actor wants a job he/she must ________. 

5.  An area ñbehind the scenesò of the stage. 

7.  One who tells the story.  

8.  Scenery of the play. 

9.  Actors bow to an audience to thank them for 

 watching during the ________ _______. 

10.  ñPracticeò for the actors. 

12.  The author of a play. 

13.  Written words and directions of the playwright. 

answers on advertisement page 



 

 

 

 

 

 

       

To advertise your business here,  
mail payment and business card to:   

Shoreline Players, 
P.O. Box 395, Oscoda, MI 48750 

Rate:  $30 for 6 mos. or $50 for 1 yr. 

 

 

 

 

The  

Board  
 

Debbie McCoy  
President 

 

Eddie Bissell 
Vice President 

 

Diana Shackleton  
Trustee 

 

Jackie Temple 
Trustee 

 

Eric Joseph 
Trustee 

Sue Miller 
Treasurer 

Diane Teddy  
Secretary 



Membership 

 

Registered Volunteer     Free 
Your name is entered into the database as 

a volunteer for the selected areas of  in-

terest. 
 

Associate Member      Free 
Open only to those 17 years or younger 

with  guardian consent and member  rec-

ommendation. 
 

General Member             $ 10 
Annual contribution. 

Right to vote at general membership 

meeting for the Board of Directors. 
 

Patron                          $ 75 
Annual donation. 

Two season tickets. 
 

Angel                   $ 100 
Annual donation. 

Two season tickets. 
 

Friend of the Theater  $ 1,000 
Annual donation. 

Two season tickets. 

Name on gold-plated plaque in theater 

auditorium. 
 

Benefactor                   $ 2,000 
Annual donation. 

Four season tickets. 

Name on gold-plated plaque in theater 

auditorium. 
 

Founder                    $ 5,000 
One time donation. 

Two lifetime passes for all regular season 

performances. 

Renew your membership or pass this page along to a non -
member today.  Print this page, fill out the form, clip and 

mail with payment (if applicable) to:   
Shoreline Players, P. O. Box 395, Oscoda, MI  48750  

Memberships run from July 1 to June 31 of the next year.  

 

 

 

Membership Application  

Name: ________________________________________ 

Address:  _____________________________________ 

                _____________________________________ 

Phone: (________) ________ - ___________________ 

E-mail:  ______________________________________ 

Birth date: ___________________________________ 

Anniversary: _________________________________ 

Membership type:  ___________________________ 

Amount enclosed:  $__________________________ 

Please circle the areas of theater you are interested in. 

This application is only open to individuals 18 years of   
age or older except for Associate Membership applicants 
with consent of guardian and a sponsoring member.  All      
members will receive the monthly publication Between Acts  
and may be contacted (if interests are circled above) for 
open positions.  

acting        lighting control  set design 
afterglow help      lighting design  set furnishings   
building maint.  makeup     set painting 
cast refreshments  membership   set strike 
costuming       play board   stage mgmt. 
directing        play reading   sound control 
finish artistry       producing   sound design    
fundraising       properties   S.P.Y.D.A 
grant writing       publicity & ads  tickets 
hair         refreshments   ushering 
hospitality      set construction 

 


